Pertussis (Whooping Cough)

The WV Bureau for Public Health has had more than 100 cases of Pertussis reported in West Virginia in 2010 compared to 40 cases reported in 2009.

In response to an increased incidence of Pertussis in the United States, The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices, known as ACIP, made NEW recommendations regarding the Tdap vaccine (Tetanus, Diphtheria and Pertussis).  

As a result, the Hancock County Health Department will now urge FAMILIES of INFANTS AND YOUNG CHILDREN including CAREGIVERS OF ANY AGE to get the Tdap vaccine as recommended by ACIP.  

Adolescents should receive a one-time dose of Tdap at their 11 to 12 year old doctor visit.

Adolescents and adults under 65 years old, who are not sure of their vaccine status, should be immunized as soon as feasible.

It is especially important to make sure that your child’s immunizations are up to date. Children ages 7 to 10 years old who are not fully immunized against Pertussis (those who have not completed the Pertussis-containing vaccine by their 7th birthday) should receive a one-time dose of Tdap.

Tdap can be given regardless of the interval since the last Tetanus (Td) was given.  


Tdap vaccine is offered FREE of charge at the Health Dept on Wednesday’s from 9-11 am and 1-3 pm.  (Appointments not needed at this time). 

NOTE:  IMMUNIZATION CLINIC TIMES CHANGING IN MARCH 2011 
(Friday 9-11am and 1-3PM)

Call the Health Dept for further information. (304-564-3343)
