PRESS RELEASE

Contact Person:  Jolene Zuros, RS, MS                             June 12, 2009
New Cumberland, WV


Jolene Zuros, Registered Sanitarian from the Hancock County Health Department has confirmed that a bat from the Hardins Run Road area of New Cumberland has been confirmed to have had Rabies.  There was no human contact with the Bat.  This Bat is the first animal to test positive for Rabies in 2009.
Mrs. Zuros urges residents to be very cautious when they are outside and if wild animals are present.  Readers are reminded that warm blooded animals may carry the Rabies virus.  Animals in addition to raccoons that may be carriers are foxes, skunks, ground hogs, bats, cows, cats, and dogs.  Should you encounter an animal acting strangely, please contact the, the Hancock County Dog Warden at 304-564-3311 Extension 292; or the County Sheriff’s Department at 304-564-4100.
For your safety, please:

            Do not fee stray or wild animals.

            Do not put out excess amounts of domestic animal food.  Extra food will 

                    attract wild animals.


Fasten trash can lids securely.

            Vaccinate your dogs and cats.

    
Enjoy wild animals from a distance.

Mrs. Zuros also urges pet owners to get them immunized against Rabies.  Hancock County will be having their Annual Rabies Clinics jointly sponsored by the Hancock County Commission, Hancock County Dog Warden Department, Hancock County Assessors Office Chester Veterinarian Clinic, Hilltop Animal Hospital, and the Hancock County Animal Shelter.  Dogs must be on a leash and cats must be in pet carriers.  Dates, locations, and times of the clinics are as follows:
Saturday, June 13, 2009 at the Hancock County Animal Shelter, Gas Valley Road, New Manchester from 9:00 AM to 11:00 AM  by Dr. M. Ferris, DVM.
Saturday, June 27, 2009 at the Weirton City Building Parking Lot, Cove Road, Weirton from 9:00 AM to 11:00 AM by Dr. M. Ferris, DVM.

Saturday, July 25, 2009 at the Old Hancock County Shelter, Gas Valley Road,

New Manchester from 8:00 AM to 12:00 Noon by Dr. M. Ferris, DVM.

Prices are as follows:  
Rabies Shot


$5.00





License


$3.00





Kennel License

$10.00





Vicious Dog License

$10.00
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West Virginia Code requires that all dogs six (6) months of age or older be licensed and vaccinated against rabies.  Failure to properly vaccinate a dog or cat against Rabies will result in a fine of up to $50.00 per animal.  

To report animal bites contact one of the following numbers.

Hancock County Dog Warden Dept 
(304) 564-3311 Ext 292

Hancock County Sheriff Office         
(304) 564-4100 or 









(304)797-8555 or 







(304) 387-4100

Hancock County Health Department
(304) 564-3343

