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Contact Person:  Jolene Zuros, RS, MS                             August 19, 2011
New Cumberland, WV

The Hancock County Health Department has confirmed that a 
Raccoon from the 1100 Block of Pennsylvania Avenue Weirton,  has been confirmed to have had Rabies.   This raccoon is the second animal to test positive for Rabies in 2011.  The previous animal was a bat that was found in Chester.
The Health Department urges residents to be very cautious when they are outside and if wild animals are present.  Readers are reminded that warm blooded animals may carry the Rabies virus.  Animals in addition to raccoons that may be carriers are foxes, skunks, ground hogs, bats, cows, cats, and dogs.   I am reminding everyone to exercise extreme caution when observing an animal displaying strange behavior…especially if observing animals that are usually nocturnal such as bats and raccoons  in daylight hours, animals that are staggering when walking, and/or animals that show no fear being around humans.
 Should you encounter an animal acting strangely, please contact the, the Hancock County Dispatch at 911.
For your safety, please:

            Do not fee stray or wild animals.

            Do not put out excess amounts of domestic animal food.  Extra food will 

                   attract wild animals.


Fasten trash can lids securely.

            Vaccinate your dogs and cats.

    
Enjoy wild animals from a distance.

West Virginia Code requires that all dogs six (6) months of age or older be licensed and vaccinated against rabies.  Failure to properly vaccinate a dog or cat against Rabies will result in a fine of up to $50.00 per animal.  

To report animal bites contact one of the following numbers.

Hancock County Dog Warden Dept 
(304) 564-3311 Ext 292

Hancock County Dispatch Office         
(304) 564-4100  



Hancock County Health Department
(304) 564-3343

Hancock County, West Virginia


